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6:1 The Saviour opens the first seal 
“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, 

and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four 
beasts saying, Come and see.” 

It’s an awe inspiring scene that John is looking upon. 
A. He sees the Lamb open the first of the seven seals. The 

Lamb has already been identified in chapter 5:5-7, tills is of 
course the Lord Jesus Christ himself 

B. As Christ opens the first seal and the tribulational 
scene begins to unfold, he hears a voice as loud as a thunder 
roar. It is one of the four beast saying “Come and see.” We 
are not told which of the seraplllm it was, but the indication 
from chapter 4:7 and 6:3, is that it is the beast that was like a 
lion, the one that symbolizes the wild beast being reconciled 
to God during the Millennium. 

C. As John looks upon the unfolding scenes of the com-
ing tribulation, described in verses 2-17, he’s presented with 
an overview of it. Many other details will yet be revealed to 
lllm and in turn to us in subsequent chapters. 

6:2-17 The Servant sees the contents 
of the book 

“And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on 
him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him; and he 
went forth conquering, and to conquer. And when he had 
opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come 
and see. And there went out another horse that was red: and 
power was given to lllm that sat thereon to take peace from 
the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there 
was given unto him a great sword. And when he had opened 
the third sea~ I heard the third beast, say, Come and see. 
And I beheld, and 10 a black horse; and he that sat on him 
had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice in the 
midst of the four beast say, A measure of wheat for a penny, 
and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt 
not the oil and the wine. And when he had opened the fourth 
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 
And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat 
on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power 
was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill 
with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the 
beast of the earth. And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God and for the testimony which they held: And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 0 Lord holy and 
true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every 

one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were should be ful-
filled. And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and 
10, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth of hair , and the moon became as blood; And the 
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth 
her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And 
the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and 
every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 
and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the moun-
tains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
For the great day of his wrath is come: and who shall be able 
to stand?” 

Let’s examine the things John saw coming upon the 
earth during the tribulation time. 

A. In verse 2 John sees a white horse and he that sat on 
it had a bow; and a crown was given to him. He went forth 
conquering and to conquer. Who and what is this? 

1. This is not the Lord Jesus Christ as some have sug-
gested. The Lord is in heaven opening the seals, and this 
rider on the white horse is going forth upon the earth. This 
rider goes forth at the beginning of the tribulation, the Lord 
Jesus Christ does not return to earth until the end of the 
tribulation, Revelation 19:11-21. And when he returns to 
earth, the Millennium follows. But what follows this white 
horse rider is war, bloodshed, and devastation. This is not 
Christ, because this rider is given only one crown, but when 
Christ returns he is wearing many crowns, Revelation 19:12, 
11:15. This individual is said to have a bow but there’s no 
mention of arrows, and when Christ returns his weapon is 
the sharp sword of his word, Revelation 19: 15. And when 
he conquers he does not take peace from the earth as this 
individual does, he establishes peace on earth, Revelation 
20:1-6, Isaiah 11:9. 

2. This individual is none other that the Antichrist 
whom Daniel predicted would come, Daniel 9:26-27. He 
comes as a peaceful person and brings promises of peace 
to the world, he enters into a seven year covenant with the 
nation Israel and they in effect accept him as their Messiah. 
But, in the middle of the seven years (the tribulation week) 
he breaks the covenant and begins the worst blood bath that 
this world has ever known. And this is the reason for the 
devastation spoken of in the following verses. The indica-
tion is, since the rapture is pictured in chapter 4, and since 
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John is in heaven witnessing these things, that the Antichrist 
will make his appearance about the time of or shortly after 
the rapture of the church. The rapture seems definitely to 
be pre-tribulational, Revelation 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 5:9. 
And, obviously the Antichrist could be on hand at any time, 
even now, just ready to make his appearance. It seems that 
he will have the acceptable answers as to why all the Chris-
tians have disappeared from the earth. As well as answers to 
the political, economic, and religious problems of the earth. 
But, accepting those answers will prove disastrous in a very 
short time. 

B. In verse 3 John sees the Lord open the second seal. 
When he does this the second beast says “Come and see. II 
Again, in comparing chapter 4:7 with this verse we conclude 
that this is the beast that is like a calf 

C. In verse 4 John sees a red horse going forth and power 
was given to him riding it to take peace from the earth, and 
leave it’s inhabitants killing one another. This red horse rid-
er received a great sword. Evidently this pictures the extent 
of war and bloodshed that comes upon the earth when the 
Antichrist breaks his covenant with the world, see Daniel 
9:27 (and this author’s commentary on that book), Reve-
lation 11:7, 12:17, 13:7, 17:16, and see Matthew 24:5-22. 
It seems that as far as the time element goes, the opening 
of this second seal would be right around the middle of the 
tribulation. 

D. In verses 5-6, when Christ opens the third seal, John 
hears the voice of the third beast say, “Come and see.” This 
is evidently the beast that had the face of a man, chapter 4:7. 
He then sees a black horse and its rider has a pair of balances 
in his hand. And then John hears a voice in the midst of the 
four beast that says, “A measure of wheat for a penny, and 
three measures of barley for a penny, and see thou hurt not 
the oil and the wine. “ Since Christ is seen standing in the 
midst of the four beast in chapter 5:6, it is likely that this 
voice is the voice of Christ. However, it could be the voice 
of the Father, one of the twenty-four elders, or even that of 
an unidentified angel. Black in the bible speaks of famine 
and mourning, Lamentations 4:8-9, 5:10. And the balance 
in this horseman’s hands speaks of carefully weighing every-
thing out. When there is war, war ravaged countries experi-
ence famine, food supplies will be in short supply and there 
will be a rationing of all such things. The measure of wheat 
for a penny would probably make one meal, and the three 
measures of barley, evidently in greater supplies, for a penny 
would probably make three meals. But, since in the bible a 
penny represents a day’s wages, Matthew 20: 2. It seems that 
during the tribulation a man’s wages for a whole day’s work 
will be taken up in the purchase of one measure of wheat or 
three measures of barley. This seems too terrible to believe, 
but, look how little your money buys today, and it becomes 
a lot easier to believe! The oil and the wine which would 
speaking of cooking oils and dainties, and liquors and such. 

They will have to be especially safe guarded and rationed 
during the tribulation. Most people will be unable to secure 
them at all. 

E. In verses 7-8, when Christ opens the fourth seal, John 
hears the voice of the fourth beast, evidently the one like a 
flying eagle, chapter 4:7, say, “Come and see. II And then 
he sees a pale horse and its rider is called Death. It is death 
personified, an angel of death, or perhaps a demon of death! 
And Hell followed after. This also seems to be a personifica-
tion of some kind of spiritual being. It does not seem that 
they are riding the same horse, but separate horses. Death 
speaks of physical dying, and that of as much as one-fourth 
the world’s population. They will die in war, by hunger, by 
natural means, and by the beasts of the earth. After Death 
harvests the physical body, Hell will harvest their souls, 
Luke 16:19-31. 

F. In verses 9-11, when Christ opens the fifth seal, John 
sees under the altar the souls of them who are slain for the 
word of God and their testimony during the tribulation. 
This altar seems clearly to be in heaven, since that’s where 
the saved go at death, 11 Corinthians 5:8, Revelation 8:3, 
9:13. These souls are visible to John, and he can hear what 
they are saying. In a loud voice they are asking God how 
long it’d be until he avenged their deaths upon their murder-
ers. These souls were given white robes and were then told 
that they should rest for a while until their fellow servants 
and their brethren, who were also going to be martyred as 
they were, were killed. This passage makes it very clear that 
souls are visible, can speak, wear clothing, and have all their 
senses. It also demonstrates to us that it is sometimes God’s 
will to allow his servants to die for their faith. He has his 
plan for each of us and his plan will be fulfilled. It is a great 
tribute to these tribulational saints that they counted the 
salvation of their souls of far greater value than temporal 
earthly life under the rule of Antichrist. These perservered 
in their faith until the end, Matthew 24: 13. During the 
coming great tribulation multitudes will die for becoming 
followers of Christ. 

G. In verses 12-17, when Christ opens the sixth seal, 
John sees that there’s a great earthquake, the sun become 
black, and the moon becomes like blood. Stars from the 
heavens fall upon earth as though they’d been hanging on 
trees and blown down by a great wind. The heavens are 
rolled back from his sight as though one rolled them up 
as you would a scroll of paper. The mountains and islands 
of earth were moved from their places. These dreadful phe-
nomenon strike terror in the hearts of people from all walks 
of life and so much so that they try to hide themselves in 
the dens and rocks of the mountains. Compare Matthew 
24:7,29-31, Acts 2:19-20, and Isaiah 34:4. But, finding it 
still impossible to escape the fearful presence of Almighty 
God, they plead to be able to just die quickly by falling rocks 
as though that would hide them from him, and from the 
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7:1-8 The Sealing of the 144,000 Jews 
“And after these things I saw four angels standing on 

the four comers of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending 
from the east, having the seal of the living God; and he cried 
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given 
to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of 
them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred 
and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children 
of Israel. Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. 
Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 
tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 
Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Neph-
thalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Man 
asses were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Simeon 
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed 
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve 
thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thou-
sand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of 
the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.” 

This chapter is known as an interlude, a short piece in-
troduced between acts which does not advance the narra-
tive. It is also known as a parenthetical section where infor-
mation is inserted into the narrative. Obviously these are 
correct ways to describe this chapter and other sections of 
the book, because it is clear that God temporarily stops a 
forward movement and inserts additional information on 
the many events that will happen during the coming trib-
ulation time. Here’s what we’re to notice about the sealing 
of the one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews and the 
things surrounding them: 

A. After John sees the events to take place under the 
opening of six of the seals, perhaps he begins to wonder if 
there’s any hope at all form any during the tribulation and 
under such conditions, so, God pauses to inform him of 
some who would be saved and used of God even during the 
awful time of the tribulation. Chapter seven is a glimpse of 
glory in the midst of gloom. 

B. These people that are saved in this chapter are peo-
ple who have never heard a clear presentation of the gospel 
message before the rapture of the church. I understand this 
to be the case because of 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12, where it 
seems clear to me that if one has heard the gospel during 
this church age and has willfully rejected it, should the rap-
ture occur, they will believe a lie because they didn’t love the 
truth when they had opportunity to receive it. I do not be-
lieve there’ll be a second chance for those who have rejected 
Christ and were left behind. 

C. John sees four angel standing on the four comers of 
the earth holding back the four winds of the earth, verse 1. 
These angels are not identified and it is fruitless to speculate. 
The four comers of the earth are the four direction of the 
earth, north, south, west, east. You can see this because the 
four comers of the earth and the four winds of the earth 
are used synonymously in this verse. Compare Isaiah 11:12, 
Matthew 24:31, Revelation 20:8. This is not a suggestion 
that the earth is flat and square as some have thought. God 
spoke of the circle of the earth many, many years before, Isa-
iah 40:22. God has given these four powerful angels charge 
to hold back his winds of judgement until such a time that 
they are designed to blow. God will have them restrained 
until his servants are sealed. These are judgements of God’s 
wrath and God will not pour out wrath upon his loyal sub-
jects. They must be sealed for protection against them. The 
tribulational judgements will affect the earth and all the un-
saved, but will not directly affect these 144,000 Jews. 

D. In verse 2 John sees another angel in addition to the 
four, ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God. And through this angel God commands the other four 
to keep holding those winds of judgement back until he 
had placed a seal of protection upon the foreheads of the 
144,000 Jews, verses 3-8. Things to notice about their seal-
ing: 

1. The purpose of this seal in their foreheads is clearly to 
protect them from the judgements of God that will come 
during the tribulation upon the earth. This is a very import-
ant observation because of the fact that some expositors be-
lieve that this seal protects them from the wrath of the Anti-
christ. Some believe that these who are sealed are protected 
from death and are delivered safely through the tribulation 

great day of Christ’s wrath. But, of course there is no hiding 
place! And no one can stand against it. Physical death does 
not even hide you. That soul lives on in it’s terror and judge-
ment. The horrors of hell follow the physical death of un-
saved people. These events bring us up to the very latter part 

of the tribulation period, and as the seventh seal is opened 
in chapter 8 the judgements of God fall like trip hammer 
blows until they culminate in the actual coming again of 
Christ in Revelation 19:11-21.
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