Revelation Chapter 4

4:1-2 The Triumphant Rapture

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in
heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of
a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither,
and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And
immediately [ was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was
set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.”

This third division of the book of Revelation begins with
a call to John to “Come up hither” to heaven where he'd be
shown things which will be hereafter, after the church things
of chapters 1-3 just studied. John’s rapture into heaven is a
picture of the rapture of the whole church. We may be sure
of this because of the following things:

A. Up till now the church has been referenced some 19
times. In fact the whole subject matter of chapters 1-3 has
been the church, the Lord’s messages to them, his authority
over them, his awareness of their lives and ministries, his ap-
provals, admonitions, his expressions of anger toward them,
and his assurances to them.

B. From this time onward through the book of Reve-
lation the church is never mentioned again in connection
with the world. It disappears from the earthly scene and is
referenced only as in heaven, Revelation 4:4, 5:8-10, 19:1-
10, until returning with Christ to rule and reign, Revelation
5:10, 19:11-20:6. Then, after the millennium the church is
seen in her bride city, Revelation 21:9-10. And as the book
of Revelation closes, Jesus tells us that all these things are to
be testified to in the churches while they’re still here, Revela-
tion 22:16, and that the church is to extend an invitation to
the unsaved as long as we are in the world, Revelation 22:17.

C. Then, the beginning of this third division of Reve-
lation is to be understood as time that the rapture occurs
because of these observances:

(1) A door is opened in heaven for the entrance of the
saved, chapter 4:1. In Revelation 19:11 heaven opens for the
exit of Christ and his armies for their return to earth.

(2) The voice John hears is as a trumpet talking with
him, verse 1. From the book of Numbers chapter 10, we
learn that a trumpet was used for three purposes:

(1) A call to war,
(2) A call to worship,
(3) A call to journey forward.

And all three elements are involved at this juncture of
Revelation.

(1) Christ calls his church to worship in a higher place,
heaven itself, chapter 4:10-11.
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(2) The journey of God’s people takes them to a higher
throne! Chapter 4:2-4.

(3) Christ then declares war on planet earth! Chapters
6-19. And from I Corinthians 15:52, and I Thessalonians
4:16 we learn that the sound of a trumpet will be connected
with the rapture of the saints.

3. The words John hears are “Come up hither” verse 1.
This expression occurs only a few times in the bible:

(1) In Proverbs 25:7 where one is called into the pres-
ence of a prince, and Jesus Christ is the prince of the kings
of the earth, Revelation 1:5.

(2) Here in Revelation 4:1 where John is called into
heaven to illustrate the rapture of all saints. And,

(3) In Revelation 11:12 where the two martyred
prophets during the coming tribulation are raptured up into
heaven. It seems very certain that the “Come up hither” of
our text is the rapture announcement for the whole church.
And it is a triumphant rapture because all the saved ones
at that instance escape the limitations and corruptions of
their physical bodies, I Corinthians 15:49-58, I Thessalo-
nians 4:13-18, Philippians 3:20-21, I John 3:1-2. And, we
shall be at home in the Father’s house as Jesus has promised,

John 14:1-3.

4. The words “And immediately I was in the spirit”
verse 2. The believer will leave their earthly body behind at
the rapture, I Corinthians 15:49-58, because earthly flesh
and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God, I Corinthi-
ans 15:50. And, the rapture of the saints is an immediate
experience, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”
I Corinthians 15:52.

4:2-11 The Throne Room experience

And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a
throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And
he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine
stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne,
in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne
were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four
and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and
they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the
throne proceeded lightmings and thunderings and voic-
es: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And before the
throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the
midst of the throne and round about the throne, were four
beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first beast
was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the
third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was
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like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them
six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within:
and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks
to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,
The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat
on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and
ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and pow-
er: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created.”

The throne room experience was for John, and will be
for us, more wonderful than words can describe. In examin-
ing these scriptures we find the following:

A. The first thing he sees in heaven is God’s throne “a
throne was set in heaven and one sat on it.” The person sitting
on the throne is none other than God the Father. In chapter
5:1, 6-7, the Lord Jesus Christ comes and takes the sealed
book out of the right hand of him that sat on the throne.
God the Son at present has his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God the Father, Hebrews 1:3, Revelation 3:21.

B. The appearance of the Father was “to look upon like a
jasper and a sardine stone” verse 3. In John 4:24 we find that
God is a Spirit and only reveals his form or image in Christ,
see Hebrew 1:3. It is evidently for this reason that John sees
him only as like unto a jasper and sardine stone. The jasper
stone is said by some to be semi-transparent, many colored
with purple predominating. Others identify it as the dia-
mond, or a brilliantly clear stone. The sardine stone is said
to be fiery red in color. This would be in keeping with God’s
appearance to Moses in the burning bush, Exodus 3:2-4.
God’s purity and holiness would be set forth in jasper, and
his power and judgement in sardine.

C. There was a rainbow round about the throne, verse
3. A rainbow first appeared in Genesis 9: 12-17 in token of
God’s promise that he would never again destroy the earth
with a flood of waters, all flesh will never again be destroyed
in such a way. Perhaps the rainbow round about the throne
is a reminder of that covenant and is a gracious assurance
that in his tribulational wrath he would remember mercy
and many more that eight would enter the new world of the
Millennium The rainbow was in sight like unto emerald,
green was it’s predomination color.

D. Around the throne sat twenty for beings called
elders, clothed in white raiment and wearing crowns of gold
upon their heads, verse 4. Our attention is first called to the
twenty four seats, these seats seem actually to be thrones
that are set around the thrones of God the Father and Son.
Upon these thrones sit beings clothed in white called el-
ders. Because of what is said of them in chapter 5:8-10,
we conclude that they are redeemed men, who wear the
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garments of redeemed men, chapter 3:5,18,19:8. The fact
that they are called elders indicates very clearly that they
are Pastor Teachers from the church age, James 5:4, Titus
1:5, I Timothy 5:17, Acts 20:17. The crowns upon their
heads are earned crowns “stephanos”. Hence these redeemed
men have earned them by their faithfulness and works,
chapter 2:10, I Corinthians 9:25, II Timothy 4:8. Also, in
I Chronicles 24 you find that though there were very many
priests in Israel, there were only 24 divisions of them who
were chosen to represent all the others, and since the church
is a royal priesthood, I Peter 2:9, these 24 men seem to be
representatives of all the church age saints. In them we see
the victorious church worshipping God in heaven.

E. Out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thun-
derings and voices, verse 5. With the church safely at home
in heave the tribulational storm is about to be unleashed.
Lightnings and thunderings usually precede and are part of
a storm. The voices John hears reminds us that there is intel-
ligence behind the coming tribulational storm. The tribula-
tional events will not be just natural phenomenon, they will
be divinely ordered and directed.

E There were seven lamps of fire burning before the
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God, verse 5. See
comments on chapter 1:4. The Spirit of God was active in
creation of the world, Genesis 1:2, and he will be active in
the destructive judgements of the tribulation that’s still to
come upon this world.

G. Before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto
crystal, verse 6. It seems that some where out in the north-
ern parts of space, Isaiah 14:12-14, before you get to God’s
throne there is a huge body of water, Psalms 148:4. The
earth and all the planets of the universe seem to be spoken
of as underneath these waters, and also we're told that dead
things are formed from under the waters and the inhabi-
tants thereof, Job 26:4-5;14. And, since Job 26:5 seems to be
descriptive of everything underneath the waters, there is an
indication that some other planets possibly have inhabitants
on them! The top or surface of these waters is frozen, Job
38:30-33, (the deep is not the seas or oceans of earth!) and
the sky is as a molten looking glass, Job 37:18. This lends sup-
port to why John says that before the throne, (the actual floor
of the huge throne room), is a sea of glass like unto crystal.

H. In the midst of the throne and round about the
throne were four beast full of eyes before and behind, verse
6. These four beast are full of eyes before and behind. Now,
aside from the difhiculty of sneaking upon them from any
direction! We are to understand that these beast illustrate
the attributes of God. The eyes of the Lord run to and .fro in
the earth beholding the evil and the good. It simply speaks
of God’s power and ability to see and know every thing.
These beings are special servants of God.
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I. In addition to them having eyes before and behind,
they are described as follows:

(1) The first is like a lion,

(2) The second is like a calf,

(3) The third has the face of a man,

(4) The fourth is like a flying eagle, verse 7.

These four beast are similar to, but do not match those
of Ezekiel chapter 1 because those Ezekiel sees has “each one
four faces and four wings” Ezekiel 1:6. It seems clear that
these four beast only have one face each and they have six
wings instead of four, verse 8. If one compares scripture with
scripture, you conclude that these beast that John sees are
the same ones that Isaiah sees in Isaiah 6:1-3. These four
beast are seraphim. Their description is the same and their
activity is the same. They cry “Holy, holy, holy.” The only
difference being that in Isaiah they have their faces covered
and here their faces are uncovered. Because of the descrip-
tion of the beast’s faces, and because of the description of-
ten presented of the four gospels, some feel that these four
beast represent the fourfold work of Christ as presented in
the gospels. Matthew presents Christ as the lion King. Mark
presents Christ as calf or ox Servant, Luke presents him as
the son of man, and John presents Christ as the eagle God.
This makes for interesting comparison, but is not really like-
ly to be the case. But when one considers the whole plan of
God, it seems much more preferable to understand these
four beast as representing creation reconciled to God as it
will be in the Millennium and eternity. The lion speaks of
the wild beast being reconciled to God, the calf speaks of do-
mesticated animals being reconciled to God, the eagle speaks
of the fowl being reconciled to God, and the beast with the
face of a man speaks of mankind being reconciled to God,

(compare Isaiah Chapter 11.) You see, we have not yet re-
ceived all the great benefits of Christ’s atonement, one day all
of creation is going to be reconciled to God because of Christ,
Joel 2:21-22, Romans 8:19-25.

J. The four beast give glory and honour and thanks
to God and speaks to us of the joys of all creation at their
reconciliation to God.

K. The twenty four elders then fall down before God
and worship him. Before his eternal omnipotence they
cast their earned crowns and praise him. Since these elders
represent the church, we are to understand that we must
work for Christ and earn all the promised rewards we can
so as to allow us the cast them down in worship of Christ.
Trophies of triumph are due Christ! By looking into the
scripture we find that the following crowns may be earned
by the believer:

(1) The incorruptible crown given to those who master
the old nature, I Corinthians 9:25-27.

(2) The soul winners crown, Proverbs 11:30, I Thessa-
lonians 2:19-20.

(3) The crown of life given to those who remain faithful
through persecution, James 1:12, Revelation 2:10.

(4) The crown of righteousness given to those who look
for the rapture and live in the light of it, II Timothy 4:8.

(5) The crown of glory given to faithful Pastors,
I Peter 5:2-4. And, perhaps there’s other crowns that one can
earn. We ought to want to faithfully work for Christ that
we may have the privilege to glorify him by casting crowns
before the throne. He created us, he sustains us, saved us,
and keeps us and we should desire to give him the pleasure
for which we were created.
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