THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

as revealed to the Apostle John » Lesson #38 - December 8th, 2024

* Moderator: Brother Chris begins with a review of last week’s lesson (#37). We talked about the
144,000 chosen Jewish, virgin servants who were saved and sealed for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

* #1 144,000 SAVED & SEALED FOR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

e Tnitial verses: Revelation 7:4-8

Revelation 7:4-8 “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. Of the tribe of Juda were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the
tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.”

* Moderator: We must believe that these 12 tribes who had 12 thousand chosen were literally from
the tribes of Israel. This is not symbolic of anyone but them. Some religions believe it is symbolic and
that these 144,000 are alive now. We'll now continue our conversation of the Lord sealing his own
people in the Old and New Testaments. First we'll examine a sealing passage from the book of the

prophet Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 9:1-7 “He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have charge
over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. And, behold, six
men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter
weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by
his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar. And the glory of the God of Israel was
gone up from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man
clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his side; And the LORD said unto him, Go
through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of
the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the
others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare,
neither have ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come
not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient
men which were before the house. And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with
the slain: go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city.”

* Moderator: Secondly, we'll look at a seal that was put on someone who we might think should
not have received a mark of protection from God:

Genesis 4:8-15 “And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the LORD said unto Cain, Where
is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? And he said, What hast thou
done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now art thou cursed from
the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand; When thou
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt
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thou be in the earth. And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Be-
hold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth
me shall slay me. And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be
taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.”

* #2 JESUS HAS A NAME WRITTEN ON HIS HEAD & THIGH (Rev. 19:11-16)

* Moderator: Now we'll look at a seal that was put on someone who we might think didn’t need a
mark (a seal) put on him...the Lord Jesus Christ:

Revelation 19:11-16 “And 1 saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as
a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew,
but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word
of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.”

* #3 GOD ALWAYS PRESERVED & PROTECTED A REMNANT (Rev. 7:4)

* Moderator: Now we'll go back to Revelation 7 where John hears a number from Heaven, it’s not

known if this was God speaking or an angel speaking for God:

Revelation 7:4 “And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.”

* Moderator: Some believe these 144,000 could be women as well as men (most likely because of
the word “virgin”) This isn’t so:

Revelation 14:4-5 “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being

the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without
fault before the throne of God.”

* Moderator: Now we'll look at what the Bible says about “remnants”

I Kings 19:1-19 “And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all
the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to
me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. And
when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah,
and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now,
O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. And as he lay and slept under a ju-
niper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he looked, and,
behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink,
and laid him down again. And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and touched him,
and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee. And he arose, and did eat and drink,
and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. And
he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and
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he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD
God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed
by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD;
but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still
small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out,
and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What
doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and [, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. And the LORD said unto
him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to
be king over Syria: And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the
son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass,
that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed
unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. So he departed thence, and found Elisha the
son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and
Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him.”

I Kings 19:18 God said “Yet | have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.”

* Moderator: Now we'll see the Apostle Paul repeating Elijah’s words:

Romans 11:1-6 “I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite,
of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God hath not cast away his people which he fore-
knew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel,
saying, Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they
seek my life. But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand
men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. Even so then at this present time also there
is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.”

Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”

* Moderator: Now the topic turns to the difference between Old Testament believers and those who
believe in the Son of God in the New Testament. It’s interesting that Israel in the Old Testament is
known to be the bride of Father God. In the New Testament, born again Christians are the bride of
Christ. In Eternity both sides of the Testaments will join together being God’s beloved People!

* Pastor Rains: We have to look at the entirety of scripture to come up with the simple, right answer
as to who are the people of God. Ultimately, both the believing Jews and Christians are God’s people.
Jews were chosen to be God’s messengers to the whole world. Their contribution to God’s truth is the
Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament, the book of Moses, the prophets and minor prophets that were
preserved perfectly with God’s guiding hand.

In the New Testament, God turned to the Gentiles (as he knew he would) and presented the plan
of salvation to all. The Old Testament prophets show it was possible for a Gentile to be saved into the
family of the Jews, so this plan was God’s will all along. God however continued to show mercy to and

( 3 ) (continued on next page)



get the attention of the wayward religious Pharisees and Sadducees who distorted God’s plan with their
worldly rules and regulation and distortions of God’s true commandments. God’s patience wore out
when they rejected their one true messiah, his only begotten Son. In the church age that started in the
beginning of Acts, the only way to truly worship God they way he wanted it was through his promised
Son who paid the way for salvation for all. So Christians evangalise today, while the Jews had stopped.

* #3 TRIBES OF DAN/EPHRAIM OMITTED BECAUSE OF IDOLATRY (Rev. 7:5-8)

® Moderator: Now we'll look at the tribes who weren’t named in the 144,000:

I Kings 12:25-33 “Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went
out from thence, and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to
the house of David: If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then
shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they
shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel, and made
two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods,
O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto
Dan. And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were
not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of
the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sac-
rificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which
he had made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the chil-
dren of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.”

Hosea 4:17 “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.”

Romans 6:14-15 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under
grace. What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.”

Hosea 11:12 “Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit: but
Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints.”
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